Chris & Ros’ Roundup 
September 2011

Dear all
Another month has past me by and I haven’t had a moment spare to sit down to write. Both boys are now asleep at the same time for their afternoon nap (a miracle in itself!) so here goes!

We are gradually settling into a routine. Aden is attending a pre school in our local sub division and is having a wonderful time enjoying gluing and sticking, singing and dancing and making new friends. Aden also likes to play with the neighborhood children in the evenings and is picking up a few Cebuano phrases.
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Thomas has just had his first birthday, unfortunately on the actual day he was teething and felt miserable but we celebrated the next day with cake at my ladies bible study. 
I am studying Cebuano three mornings a week using a method called the Growing Participator approach which I used when I learnt my tagalong in Manila. It has also been helpful to use my tagalog with my house helper and then she helps me learn the words in Cebuano. This method concentrates on listening before speaking but hopefully it will help me communicate better and feel more settled here.

School wise I get to the Library three times a week for a few hours. At the moment I’m not making much progress and it’s frustrating as we are in transition to a new catalog system which isn’t yet ready for use. However I have enjoyed book shopping while I wait.

Chris continues with the ELL program assisting teachers and pupils where he can. Please pray for good relationships as he liaises with parent’s students and teachers.
As I sat down to write this roundup I used an old notebook and in the back I found a draft for a roundup in February 2010. It was interesting to read how at the ladies retreat I had reflected upon both the good and difficult times we had had in Manila. I wrote 

Two years on I can reflect and see God’s goodness and protection and sovereignty in our circumstances and how he has brought us through some difficult times.

Last night the speaker was reflecting on Psalm 139 and in v 12 it says “even the darkness will not be dark to you, the night will shine like the day for darkness is as light to you” The speakers comment was that even in our dark times Gods light will be with us.

In verse 9 the psalmist says “even if I settle on the far side of the sea even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.”  Despite the difficulties we have also been blessed with moments of great joy

This time around I am struggling to feel settled and at home, I miss the UK more than ever before. Life seems hard especially when you are sleep deprived because of a teething baby plus consistent 30 + degree heat. (we are very close to the equator) However I am reminded God is in Control and I need to be a bit more joyful in my response to my circumstances. Ask Chris! I’m definitely not good at this at the moment.
One of the things that has kept me going this last few weeks has been the opportunity to return and visit the girls home on Saturdays. These visits definitely have put life back into perspective and has reminded me that we have so much and these girls have so little. 
On my first visit my friend Carol introduced me to the girls as there has been a complete change of residents since I left. We used the opportunity to talk about citizenship and that we have eternal citizenship in heaven through Jesus Christ. We talked about how this was a free gift and we didn’t require a visa (Like us to stay in the Philippines) Jesus had paid the price for us already on the cross. 
The next week our theme was on how God protects and watches over us. I told my story of my trip back from Thailand in August 2009 where I had been ill but had people to help me along the way. This included a Filipina girl called Cherry who I had since lost contact with.

Following on from these stories, Chris had to go back to Manila again to get further paperwork etc for Thomas visa. We have now re submitted the papers, so hopefully it will be ok this time. Then on Friday at the school music concert I bumped into Cherry who is now working with a ministry for vulnerable women in one of the local areas.  How God weaves the tapestry of our lives. It may look messy on the back but comes out beautiful on the front, for His Glory!
It is good to be reminded of Gods protection over us. As we travel back and forth across the city, the traffic here is slightly mad and I have seen a number of accidents.  I also felt his protection over us during a number of incidents when we were in Malaysia and  more recently here which could have turned very nasty but things were ok. The other week I managed to scald/burn my leg quite badly but thankfully having put ice and kept it cool I only had a small blister and no infection or scarring.
There is the verse in Psalm 91 that says “If you make the Most High your dwelling- even the Lord who is my refuge- then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent. For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.”
This is a great encouragement to me and hopefully to you in your life.

Anyway on that note I will say goodbye for this month.

With Love from Ros, Chris, Aden & Thomas
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